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Ontario Influenza Activity Report  
Appendix C 
Ontario Influenza and Respiratory Infection Surveillance Program 2011/2012  
Health Units: Please fax this "Activity Report" to: (647) 260-7757 every Tuesday by 4:00 p.m.  year round to ensure Ontario data are included in the weekly Ontario Influenza Bulletin and FluWatch 
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Health Unit Name: _______________________________  Health Unit Master No. ___________________
Name of person reporting: _________________________ Contact Tel. No. ________________________
Surveillance date*  From: _______________________________ To: ______________________________ 
*Please note dates must correspond to surveillance weeks in the Ontario Influenza Bulletin
*Please note dates must correspond to surveillance  weeks in the Ontario Influenza Bulletin
Definition of Influenza-like Illness (ILI): 
Acute onset of respiratory illness with fever (temperature > 37.5°C ) and cough AND one or more of the following conditions: sore throat, arthralgia, myalgia or prostration (which could be due to the influenza virus) in the absence of a known cause. Note: In children under 5, gastrointestinal symptoms may also be present.  In patients <5 or > 65, fever may not be predominant.
Definitions of ILI/ Influenza Outbreaks: 
1.  Schools and work sites: greater than 10% absenteeism on any day most likely due to ILI. 

2.   Residential institutions (includes hospitals, nursing homes, public or charitable homes for the aged, children’s residence, retirement homes * etc.): Two cases of acute respiratory tract illness, one of which is laboratory-confirmed OR Three cases of acute respiratory tract, illness occurring within 48 hours in a geographic area (e.g., unit, floor) OR More than two units having a case of acute respiratory illness within 48 hours. Note that cases can include residents/patients and/or staff.  

ACTIVITY THIS WEEK (Please mark most appropriate influenza activity level with an "X")  
· 1= No activity: NO laboratory-confirmed influenza* and NO outbreaks detected within the health unit/ influenza surveillance area, within the prior week, although sporadically occurring ILI may or may not be present. 
· 2= Sporadic: Sporadically (infrequently) occurring ILI and at least one lab-confirmed influenza* case with NO outbreaks detected within the health unit area. 

· 3= Localized: sporadically occurring ILI and lab-confirmed influenza* together with outbreaks of ILI in schools and work sites, or laboratory-confirmed influenza in residential institutions occurring in < 50% of the health unit. Outbreaks affect a single and/or adjacent geographic area within the health unit jurisdiction, e.g. outbreaks in a nursing home and a school in close proximity to each other. 

· 4= Widespread: sporadically occurring ILI and lab-confirmed influenza* together with outbreaks of ILI in schools and work sites, or laboratory-confirmed influenza in residential institutions occurring in > 50% of the health unit.  Outbreaks affect multiple and non-adjacent geographic areas within the health unit jurisdiction, such as two or more regions of the health unit, two or more municipalities, two or more electoral wards, etc.
*Confirmation of influenza within the surveillance area at any time within the prior week. 
Please select & check all the key sources in health unit this week that guided you to assign this activity level:   
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  Walk-in clinics   

 Institutional Outbreaks 
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Pharmacies 

 Labs 
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  Work site absenteeism 
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 Physicians' offices 
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  School absenteeism
 Hospitals 

Other (specify) ________________ 
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	 All cause Absenteeism (%)
	#  Elementary Schools
	# High Schools
	Total

	<2.5
	
	
	

	2.5-4.9
	
	
	

	5-10
	
	
	

	<10
	
	
	

	>10
	
	
	

	Did Not Report
	
	
	

	Total Number of Schools
	
	
	


 

 

Notes on School Absenteeism Table:  i) Complete the table above if your health unit is able to receive school absenteeism data.
ii) All cause absenteeism is requested as some school boards may not report ILI-related absenteeism to the health unit.

iii) The italicized portions of the table are to be completed if known.  It is recognized that many health units will only receive notification of >10% absenteeism.
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*Reporting by retirement homes is not required under the HPPA, although there has been a history of increased influenza activity in these types of institutions. 
