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What is risk?  

Concise Canadian Oxford Dictionary 

noun  

1. A chance or possibility of danger, loss, 
injury or other adverse consequences 
(a health risk; a risk of fire); 

2. A person or thing causing a risk or 
regarded in relation to risk (is a poor 
risk) 

 



What is risk?  

From the Health Protection and Promotion Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, c. H.7, s.1 

ñhealth hazardò means, 

Á (a) a condition of a premises, 

Á (b) a substance, thing, plant or animal other 
than man, or 

Á (c) a solid, liquid, gas or combination of any 
of them,that has or that is likely to have an 
adverse effect on the health of any person; 
(ñrisque pour la sant®ò) 



What is risk assessment?  

Á In risk assessment, risk consists of both 

the probability and impact of disease. In 

this way, risk reduction can be achieved 

in either dimensionðby reducing the 

probability of disease or by reducing its 

severity.  

CDC  



Risks in outbreak management  

ÁImpacts on ñinterestsò 

ÁMaterial- morbidity/mortality, prolonged OBs 

ÁRelationship- morale, reputation, future 
compliance 

ÁProcess ï accountability, consistency  

ÁMedia exposure 

ÁThird party involvement 

ÁOther 



Applying a risk -based 

approach  

Á Assess the risk of infection, taking into 
consideration the likelihood of infection 
from a particular hazard and the 
consequences if the person is infected.  

Á Consider such factors as the frequency 
of exposure, levels of training and 
knowledge, existing controls, 
environmental factors and the 
experience of employees.  



LTCHA O. Reg. 79/10  

Infection prevention and control program 
Ás. 229 (1) Every licensee of a long-term care home 

shall ensure that the IPAC  programécomplies with 

the requirements of this section. 

Á(2) (d) that the program is evaluated and 

updated at least annually in accordance with 

evidence-based practices and, if there are 

none, in accordance with prevailing 

practices;  


